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The Abbasid Religious Architecture in Syria ""The Model of

the Whole Mosque in Rafikah"

Mesopotamia has traditions in the architecture imposed by the
region¢ and traditional building materialsc and these workers had the
greatest impact in the printing of the Abbasid buildings characterizes them
from the Umayyad buildings« it was embodied in the city of Rafikah where
the Caliph "Abu Jaafar al-Mansur" began in 155 AH / Of the Abbasid state
near "Raqgga”« was named "Rafikah"« and Abu Jaafar directed his son
Mahdi to build.

As was taken by Harun al-Rashid: the capital and the seat of his rule
between the years 796 - 808 AD« and the prosperity of tenderness in the era
of rational« an extension of the prosperity established by the Mansour and
the political stability that accompanied during the rule of Mahdi and Hadi«
and took the good of Al-Rigga resort< and ordered the establishment of all
necessary means of comfort.

The Mosque of Al-Mansour« or the Old Mosque« which embodies
the religious architecture of Syria« is located in the heart of Al-Raqgqga in the
northern half of Al-Rafa'a< north-west of Bab Baghdad. It is the first
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architectural school in the Abbasid golden age« The second type of building
was built in the Nabien Mosque in Faresc Ahmed Ibn Tulun Mosque in
Egypt and the Kairouan Mosque in Tunis. The remaining part of the
mosque is only a small part of the real estate of the mosque. Exterior and
the facade of the Haram and the minaret and the ruins of some of the
buildings.

The mosque is considered one of the Abbasid buildings that was
built in the first Abbasid period. It is subject to the characteristics of the
Abbasid architecture« where the mosques were built in castles or fortresses«
ie they are built in isolation« and the characteristics of the Rafidi Mosque
and the Shami Mosque In its corners resembling the mosque of Kufa« and
the sanctuary of the author of three massacres (tiles)« similar to the model
of the Damascus Mosque.

The facade of the courtyard overlooking the courtyard is a gantry
consisting of eleven pointed nodes with a median dimensions of 3.56 m:
and 10.5 m high. It is surrounded by two walls of milk coated with semi-
circular tiles. This arch consists of a number of different Abbasid contracts
in shapes These include the following contracts: the semi-circular contract
of the Persians« the Abbasid tetrahedron« and the three-lobed contract. All
these contracts from the outside have the same Abbasid point: either inside«
each contract forms in the shape of the adjacent one.

As for the wall of the mosque in Rafikah« despite the gaps in the
walls and its dilapidated condition« it contains a tower in each corner and
four other towers on the side« a total of 20 towers. The thickness of the
towers was about 1.7 meters< M.

The Minaret of the Mosque in Rafikah is considered one of the
minarets in the Middle Euphrates region of Syria. There are one in Balas /
Meskana« one in Abu Hurayrah« one in Ja'far< one in Rafigah and one in
Deir Al-Zour.

The minaret of the remaining mosque is a cylindrical shape« located
in its interior courtyard. It is very similar to the minaret of Abu Hurayrah
and the minaret of Qal'at Jaaber. The minaret was surrounded by a stone
bar with inscriptions indicating that their builder was Nur al-Din Mahmud.
Which is about 23.5 cm long« and its height is about twenty meters«< and
was built on the base of a stone carved square shaped.

The characteristics of the religious architecture in the city of
Rafikah represented by the Umayyad Mosque« on the one hand« such as the
Gaelic ceilings of the mosque« were influenced by the Sassanian
architecture of Persia« especially in the fortification and defensive methods«
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especially the fence with defensive towers. The Umayyad civilization in
Damascus and the Sassanid civilization in the East« due to the intermediate
position between the two civilizations.
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